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close-meshed that you can hardly travel a
couple of hundred miles from any given
point without coming up against some frontier
or other. The comparison, of course, is com-
pletely misleading. There is no true resem-
blance between a State of the American
Union and a European State at all. To put
the matter at its briefest, one is a completely
independent unit of government, consecrated
usually by the tradition of centuries, with all
their memories of battle and suffering, of
nation-builders and other remembered heroes;
the other is no more than a convenient
territorial division. The original thirteen
colonies on the Atlantic seaboard were in a
more definite sense separate entities, but
even they were merely subordinate parts of
Great Britain till such time as they became
instead subordinate parts of the American
Union. They never developed the attributes,
good and bad, of sovereign States (except
momentarily during the War of Independ-
ence itself). The States of Europe did, and so
essential an attribute of sovereignty is a tariff
system considered that when the new States
that came into being as result of the war were
urged at the Paris Conference of 1919 to
forbear from raising tariff barriers against
one another they asked in indignation why